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country and for many Americans. 
These are times that demand bold and 
immediate action. The American peo-
ple do not want any more excuses. 
They do not want to hear Congressmen 
and Senators arguing about who is to 
blame, and they are not impressed by 
those who constantly criticize the pro-
posals of others but never make any 
proposals of their own. 

Energy prices are too high, and we 
have heard enough excuses about why 
America cannot develop our own oil 
and gas reserves, build more refineries, 
and develop more alternative fuels to 
make us more independent of Middle 
East oil. 

Health care and health insurance are 
too expensive, and we have heard 
enough excuses about why individuals 
cannot buy health insurance from any-
where in the country and get the same 
tax breaks as businesses. 

Illegal immigration is out of control, 
and we have heard enough excuses 
about why we cannot control our bor-
ders. 

Social Security is going broke, and 
we have heard enough excuses why 
Congress should continue to spend tril-
lions of dollars of Social Security taxes 
on other Government programs. 

We need action now, but we cannot 
solve these difficult problems that face 
us if we do not have a strong economy 
and a more efficient Government. 
House and Senate Republicans are de-
veloping budget reconciliation legisla-
tion now that will accomplish these 
goals to strengthen our economy, cre-
ate jobs, and cut the cost of the Fed-
eral Government. 

This package has two parts. The first 
part is to stop the scheduled tax in-
creases that will soon add new burdens 
to our citizens and the businesses that 
pay their salaries. We must not allow 
new tax increases to steal our jobs and 
weaken our country at a time when we 
need all of our economic strength to 
solve the problems of today and to cre-
ate new opportunities for the future. 

The 2003 jobs and growth plan passed 
by Congress and signed by the Presi-
dent lowered taxes for capital gains 
and dividends, and it resulted in great-
er economic growth. Our economy has 
grown more than 4 percent a year since 
2003, much faster than in the prior 2 
years. Over 4 million jobs have been 
created since 2003, and 7 million seniors 
saved an average of over $1200 on their 
2004 taxes. And while tax rates have 
fallen, tax revenues have been increas-
ing. In fact, as a result of a growing 
economy, Federal tax receipts grew 
this year by over $270 billion—$100 bil-
lion more than the Congressional 
Budget Office estimated earlier this 
year. If Congress does not pass this im-
portant budget reconciliation legisla-
tion this year, taxes will go up and eco-
nomic growth will go down. 

During uncertain times, Americans 
want stability. And that is why Con-
gress must act now to bring certainty 
to America’s families and stop the 
scheduled tax increases. 

The second part of the Republican 
budget reconciliation package is to cut 
Government waste and reduce Federal 
spending. There are many wasteful 
practices of Government. We have all 
heard the stories like the dentist who 
overbilled Medicaid, claiming to per-
form as many as 991 procedures a day 
during a 12-month period. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The time 
under the control of the majority for 
morning business has expired. 

Mr. LEAHY addressed the Chair. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Vermont. 
Mr. DEMINT. Could I ask unanimous 

consent? 
Mr. LEAHY. Does the Senator want 

to ask for further time? 
Mr. DEMINT. Yes, if I could have a 

couple more minutes. I ask unanimous 
consent for 2 more minutes. 

Mr. LEAHY. Provided it will not 
come out of our time, I have no objec-
tion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. DEMINT. I thank the Senator. I 
thank the Chair. 

Examples like the Medicaid one I 
just mentioned are maddening. We 
must stop this wasteful spending, and 
we also must slow the growth of new 
spending. If we slow the growth of new 
spending only, we can save much of the 
money we need to help our States re-
cover from this year’s devastating hur-
ricanes. There is no problem too big for 
America to solve if we have the com-
mitment and the strength to do it. Mr. 
President, the time for criticism, ex-
cuses, and obstruction is over. I am 
here this morning to appeal to every 
Senator to support our budget rec-
onciliation package that will stop new 
tax increases and help cut the cost of 
Government so we have all the 
strength we need to secure the future 
for every American. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Vermont is recognized. 
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, what is 

the parliamentary situation? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mi-

nority controls 15 minutes which is be-
ginning now. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that we make that 
21 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? The Chair hears none, and it 
is so ordered. 

f 

IRAQ 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, 3 years 
ago when the Congress and the country 
debated the resolution to give Presi-
dent Bush the authority to launch a 
preemptive war against Iraq, reference 
was often made to the lessons of Viet-
nam. 

There are many lessons, both of that 
war and of the efforts to end it. But 
one that made a deep impression on me 
came from former Secretary of Defense 
Robert McNamara. He was, after all, 

the architect of that war. He said our 
greatest mistake was not under-
standing our enemy. 

Vietnam was a relatively simple 
country. It had changed little in the 
preceding 3,000 years. It was for the 
most part racially, ethnically, linguis-
tically, and even religiously homo-
geneous. One would have thought it 
would be easy for American military 
and political leaders to understand. 

Apparently it was not. The White 
House and the Pentagon, convinced 
that no country, particularly a tiny 
impoverished land of rice farmers, 
could withstand the military might of 
the United States, never bothered to 
study and understand the history or 
culture of Vietnam, and they made 
tragic miscalculations. They lacked 
the most basic knowledge of the moti-
vation and the capabilities and resolve 
of the people they were fighting. 

At the start of the Iraq war, those 
who drew some analogies to Vietnam 
were ridiculed by the Pentagon and the 
White House. Iraq is not a Vietnam, 
they insisted. Our troops would be 
greeted as liberators. Troop strength 
was not a concern. Our mission would 
be quickly accomplished. Democracy 
would spread throughout the Middle 
East. Freedom was on the march. 

It is true that Vietnam and Iraq are 
vastly different societies, but the point 
was not that they are similar but that 
some of the same lessons apply. 

We did not understand Vietnam, a 
simple country, and we paid a huge 
price for our ignorance and our arro-
gance. Iraq, a complex country com-
prised of rival clans, tribes, and ethnic 
and religious factions who have fought 
each other for centuries, we understand 
even less. 

If this were not apparent to many at 
the start of this ill-conceived and po-
litically motivated war, a war I op-
posed from the beginning, it should be 
obvious today. Yet to listen to the Sec-
retary of Defense or to the President or 
the Vice President, one would never 
know it. 

We know today that President Bush 
decided to invade Iraq without evi-
dence to support the use of force and 
well before Congress passed a resolu-
tion giving him the authority to do 
so—actually, authority he did not even 
believe he needed—despite our great 
Constitution which invests in the Con-
gress the power to declare war. 

Twenty-three Senators voted against 
that resolution, and I will always be 
proud to have been one of them. 

We know today that the motivation 
for a plan to attack Iraq, hatched by a 
handful of political operatives, had 
taken hold within in the White House 
even before 9/11 and without any con-
nection to the war on terrorism that 
came later. 

We know that the key public jus-
tifications for the war—to stop Saddam 
Hussein from developing nuclear weap-
ons and supporting al-Qaida—were 
based on faulty intelligence and out-
right distortions, and they have been 
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